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and married her footman; but still it is you Irish that
commit all the havoc. Lady Harriot, however, has mixed
a wonderful degree of prudence with her potion, and con-
sidering how plain she is, has not, I think, sweetened the
draught too much for her lover: she settles a single hundred
pounds a year upon him for his life; entails her whole
fortune on their children, if they have any; and, if not, on
her own family; nay, in the height of the novel, provides
for a separation, and ensures the same pin-money to Damon,
in case they part. This deed she has vested out of her power,
by sending it to Lord Mansfield8, whom she makes her trustee;
it is drawn up in her own hand, and Lord Mansfield says is
as binding as any lawyer could make it. Did one ever hear
of more reflection in a delirium! Well, but hear more: she
has given away all her clothes, nay, and her Ladyship, and
says linen gowns are properest for a footman's wife, and is
gone to his family in Ireland, plain Mrs. Henrietta Sturgeon.
I think it is not clear that she is mad, but I have no doubt
but Lady Bel will be so, who could not digest Dr. Duncan6,
nor even Mr. Milbank7*

My last told you of my sister's promotion8. I hear she
is to be succeeded at Kensington by Miss Floyd, who lives
with Lady Bolingbroke; but I beg you not to report this
till you see it in a Gazette of better authority than mine,
who have it only from fame and Mrs. A. Pitt.

I have not seen M. de Guerchy yet, having been in town
but one night since his return. You are very kind in
accepting, on your own account, his obliging expressions
about me: I know no foundation on which I should like

6  Her uncle by marriage.                  quis of Rockmgham, and niece of
* He married Lady Mary Tufton,     Lady Isabella Pinch.

a connection of Lady Isabella Finch.        8 To the post of Housekeeper at

7  John, fourth son of Sir Kalph     Windsor Castle.   She was succeeded
Milbanke, fourth Baronet, of Hal-     at Kensington  Palace  (where  she
naby,   Yorkshire ; m.   Lady  Mary    held a similar post) by Misa Bachel
Wentworth, daughter of first Mar-     Lloyd.t inordinate share of
